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A member of Verrill’s Trial Group, Sarah has extensive experience representing 
clients in all stages of litigation and pre-litigation dispute resolution. She advises 
clients in connection with a broad range of commercial issues, including disputes 
involving energy, commodities, and other commercial contracts, and class action 
defense. She routinely tackles complex and novel issues of state, federal, and 
international law, using her sharp analytical skills to help her clients achieve the 
best outcome.

Before joining Verrill, Sarah was associated with the Houston office of a top-
ranked international law firm. There, Sarah represented financial institutions and 
global energy companies in commercial disputes, securities class actions, and 
government investigations. Sarah’s team was recognized in the Chambers Texas 
Legal Rankings for securities litigation.

Pro bono service is integral to Sarah’s practice. She has represented asylum 
applicants and submitted amicus briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court and several 
state and federal courts of appeal on immigration and criminal law issues. She 
has also partnered with clients to help them meet their own pro bono goals.

Sarah clerked for the Honorable Carolyn Dineen King of the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals.

Sarah enjoys exploring Casco Bay with her husband and young daughters from 
her home on Chebeague Island.
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• Brooklyn Law School  (J.D.)
• McGill University  (B.A., With Honors)

Bar Admissions

• New York
• Texas

Services/Industries

• Litigation & Trial
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• Maine

Court and Other Admissions

• U.S. Supreme Court
• Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Districts of Texas
• Southern and Eastern Districts of New York

Experience
 

Elections and Constitutional Law: Successfully Challenged Certification of 
Initiative Petition
In a victory for consumers and the ride-hailing public, the Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court recently barred the Secretary of State from placing on the 
November ballot initiative petitions proposed by companies such as Uber, Lyft, 
and Doordash that sought to insulate them from liability for automobile accidents 
and other wrongs committed by their drivers. The consumers were represented by
Thomas Bean and Sarah Grossnickle from Verrill Dana LLP and M. Patrick Moore
from Hemenway & Barnes LLP.

The Court held that the initiative petitions did not meet the requirement in Article 
48 of the Massachusetts Constitution that ballot questions to include only subjects
“which are related or which are mutually dependent.” The Court held that the 
petitions failed the “related subjects” requirement because they contained “at least
two substantively distinct policy decisions.” The initiative petitions sought to 
classify drivers for rideshare and delivery companies as independent contractors 
and provide certain minimum compensation and benefits. But “buried in obscure 
language at the end of the petitions” were provisions that also narrowed the scope
of tort recovery for third parties, including those who may have been injured in 
traffic accidents caused by the negligence of app-based drivers, or even sexually 
assaulted by them.

The Court noted that voters may “strongly approve of better wages and benefits 
for drivers struggling to make ends meet in the gig economy, but at the same time 
strongly oppose limiting their own rights to recover money damages from network 
companies if the tortious actions of drivers who provide services through those 
companies’ platforms cause them injury.” The Court concluded, “[p]etitions that 
bury separate policy decisions in obscure language heighten concerns that voters 
will be confused, misled, and deprived of a meaningful choice -- the very concerns
that underlie art. 48's related subjects requirement.”

The decision is El Koussa v. Attorney General, Mass., No. SJC-13237.

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2022/06/14/b13237.pdf
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